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The Glasbury Ringing Contest of 1912
by Colin A. Lewis
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“The KidtonShid e B, 200)

0 24th May 1912 the Hereford Diocesan
‘Guild of Bell Ringers held a ringing

contest at Glasbury. This was made possible
by the generosity of Captain Archibald Glen
Kidston (1871-1913), who then lived at
Gwemyfed Park in that benefice. Kidston
pid the trevellingexpenses foral bunds
that competed in the competti
provided unch and tea forall -
competitors (Eisel, 2

it Gl Kadeion was bor in
1871, the son of George Jardine Kidston
(1835-1909), a wealthy ship-owner in
Scotnd. Glen Kidson in
of the Black Witch. n

the Third Batt
June 1898, 3 5t George's
Hanover o, b macrio Hoeme

Adcline Blanche Chlpmlm They d
children, the first being George

Glen Kidston, bon on zm !m\nly o
and registered in Keasingt

Competitors at Glasbury, 24th May 1912 (couresy of Derek Price)

Captain Glen Kidston leased Gwernyfed
Park, in Glasbury benefice, from the We
family as a sporting estate, and took
interest in the local community. He Cmp!oy:d

Glastury church in the 1950s (Colin Lews, 2015)

Twelve bands competed and Kidston paid
for photographs of cach band as well s for 8
‘group photograph of all the competitors. A
opy of the approprate band photograph was
sl o cachcompetingringe 1 copy of

achringr i the winingband was given's
leather purse with his name eagraved o it in
e, Ptbape i ould b wrong o sugast
f, bt Glasiay cam s Tlgrts (e
adjacent tower) second! W

and others. The men had t pla ncm
(idson deveoped tis own ke el

witha woodenpavilon), ety sing
{n the hoie 4 S Pecr's church o ing bells
thcr, Not urpisiagly, whil Kidston wes st

after d whi
compehons werehaving s, o bd the rslt.

o Tons e competition, for what was then
called “The Glasbury Bell Ringing

at St Peter’s
“The Glasbury competition was open (0 all
towers affiliated o the Hercford Guild: ‘the
name of cach member of a compelition band
0 appeat in the annual Hereford Guild report

Hereford Guild. Fach band had to ring a
est-picce of 360 changes of Grandsire
Doubles: “to be rung at the first attempt”.

Captln rehboldGlen Kidton
in Lewis, 2015

Capatn G

Prmidenof e Cu, appreciation of his

suppont of the Guld, Sady, b dedof csncer
20d S

bei
on 23rd May 1914, Later that year saw the
outbreak of the 1914-18 W

206 of il The Gl Db iging
ot been evived,aliongh

e vl wert g 1

i e v whh e lown bing

replaced and the tower stonc-work repointed,

Captain Glen Kidston was buried in the
churchyard at Glasbury on Sth September
1913 and a peal of Grandsire Doubles was

memory of the lte Captain Kidston,
mnicn beneatoof the ocal e He
of the Hereford Diocesan
R Five o e igeswee Oy e
as Drew, John Vizor, Edgar R. Jones
{conducta),Jame . Hyet,and Thomas

was from Builth Wells:
RoveE 5 Spuk
Eightoen years after Captain Kidston was
i Pearoa Gha
driver and

Ki motor
aviator, o i he plane ot Glivered he
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first.ait mail 10 Cape Town from the UK, was
burisd besid in. Kidston hd cshed o
ountains during his returm

ek, and s et o b e s
o o Clres Sencsione Som those

is body it back to
iy burl ik bis e, bis coffi
was carried o ard while the local
Boy Seouts provided s sunt of oo

Letters to the Editor should be sent to him
2t The Ringing World Limted, 354 High
Andover, SP10 1L, or e-mailed to

Kidstons, father and son,are stll gkt
The sender's ful
family il ive n the vilge. Gemyfed Pk | | number @aytime id be
supplied, but if these detals are not to be
publshedthis hould be dear stated t the

ool and there arc no.

pavilion has been dismantled. Once tower
repairs completed, however, the:
bells of St Peter's Church ml! sillring over
Glasbury and the fertile W

‘pheasants still lwe intbe churchyard and call
over the Kidston'

George Pearson Gien mﬂw ﬁmeral
cortege arriving at the ci
Glasbury, 1931 (Colin Lewlx, 2u|5)

Ackowledgements
s to Dr John Eisel for his artcle in
The Ringing World of 26 Ocisber 201
entitled “The idston Trophy and for a
Shaograph hshon. 0 Wikon Bowker o
allowingth athor i eproduce photographs
e Globury sy Guop's acives
in Lowis 2015 nd 0 Dk Pic or
group photograph of comptiors at e 1912
Glasbury Ringing Contest.

Further information on ringing at Glasbury
is in Lewis, C. A., Glashury Bells and
Bellringers, published by The Whiting
Society of Ringers, 2015.

1955 Wood family quarter peal

SIR, ~ One of my ex-pupils has
S0y o oy B 1he lnghg Worid
dated 19th September 2014 of my cous

i Wod i whom 1reng 5. Mary's
Church Billingshurst many years ago. This
it t0youwith dtis of

, April 10th 1955, a quarter

Before 1914 the ringing of bells was
of complex methods week by week ity =

Plain Bob or Grandsirc; ringing for him could
oo ave recuired  higherleve of edcaton
such as many ri e had He
ol ot ey v gl mcome
famingor e of e buing ades el
income vwas very litl before WWI. Youn
Fingers of thee imes wers s the son of
‘Young man responding to the national call
‘When the war sarted there was an
immediate need to recruit mea in large
‘numbers. Hence devices like the famous
posteof Lord Kichene poiing ot
“YOUR COUNTRY ", which
undobidy s elings of ptm:
few had any idea of the reasons for WWI
starting. For young men there was the
wnity to be paid 1 shilling a day -
and for those joining up there was

Alan has by for us from his
collection of men who, also, were ringers and
‘were arguably exploited in the greatest
obscenity of European history. From his
collcton we rages o tcay may derve
some fellow for the men who were

PHILIP GRAY

Backwell, Bristol

Donations and charges

SIR, — From a rather casual observation of
the last couple of editions of The Ringing.
World it seems that quarter peal ringers are

peal consisting of 1,020 changes of Grandsire
Doubles was rng st t May's, Bilngsure,
Wes Suses, i thetime o
following s members of the Wood family:
Peter Wood (senior) Treble.
Raymond Wood (senior)  2nd
Ceail Wood 3
Harold Wood aih
Raymond Wood Gnice)  5tn

Peter Wood (junior) Fenor
Conducted by Raymond Wood.
As far s [ know this was the first time in
Sussex that a quarter peal had been rung by
ringers o the same Sussex fmily. The ingers

50 Years Ago
The Ringng Wk, 10 Septmbes 1965

Mr. and Mrs. A. A. Jopp. who have their
own campanle s Soulion. Worsstrshir,
resting quarter of Plain Bob
Doubles o0 Augast 26 I o
‘quarter of their son Paul, who is their
o ot ring o e e e sl

only seven! It was his mother’s first quarter
as conductor.

of the Treble and
Raymon Wood,senior,was the broher of e
Treble ringer and father of the ringers of the
3rd, 4th and Sth bells. The death of Harold
eaves me as the only survivort

sume, therfore, that quarter peals will
continue (0 be published o of charge bt

peal ringers will have 10 pay a fee to have.
G pertomances pibisned

AJBARNFIELD

The Ringing World, 14 September, 1990
Selected by the Editor
Let the bells ring out across the country
‘Those who watched the excellent Gala

back problem I no celebration of the 90th
Tonger ring. PETER WOOD, | bitbdeyof M The Quees Metherwil el
By email thatthe finalitem included a chorus lin
g o Yl oo ok on
country. Wellthey certa
In spite of the extreme heat and the
WWI names that resona!e incvitable difficulty of arranging bands with
S Regas e il sy cogs vy 0 oliday we m;e:::,c?m
e e o s 0 e o
iniipedk s = 62 peal reports and over 500 s
important historical document. s Continued overleaf



